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EDITORIAL MESSAGE 


Translating The Resurrection Into The Vernacular" 


Rey. Jirair M. Sogomian 


The lengthening days of Lent and our eager anticipation of Easter, remind us, once again, of the vital connection 
between our mission and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Mission is based on the resurrection of Jesus, 
for it was the risen Christ who gave, what we have called, the Great Commission, the marching orders to his 
followers to “Go ... teach, preach, baptize and make disciples.” Without the resurrection faith, our mission work 
becomes pure benevolence, aware of the other’s physical needs but totally oblivious of human spiritual needs, 
without the satisfaction of which there is no hope for our broken world. As the Apostle Paul reminds us in the 
fifteenth chapter of his First Letter to the Corinthians, “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 


people most to be pitied.” 


hristian Mission participates in the power and reality 

of Christ’s resurrection, which has once and for all 
defeated death. With every breath that expresses and pro- 
claims the Good News of the gospel — of God’s salvation 
of humankind through the life, work, suffering, death and 
resurrection of Jesus; with every deed of love that holds 
death in abeyance; with every morsel of bread shared, shel- 
ter provided, healing administered to sustain physical life 
until it confesses the Lordship of Christ; mission reveals 
its partnership in the spread of the resurrection faith and 
sustains the hope of its ultimate victory! 


Popular Christian theologian, C. S. Lewis, once said 
that if you can’t translate stuff into the vernacular, you 
either don’t understand it or you don’t believe it. Though 
Lewis might have referred to making the gospel under- 
standable by common folk, I believe that what he said 
also applies to translating the theoretical word into com- 
mon, everyday action that affects and shapes life. This is 
what John the evangelist says that God did. ‘“‘And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth.” 


Mission is in partnership with God in making God’s love 
concrete in the world. It translates the gospel of Christ to 
flesh and blood, so that the common folk do not only hear 
“God so loved the world ...’’ but also see, taste, and ex- 
perience that love in the rough and tumble of their daily 
lives ... full of hatred, greed, prejudice, rejection and in- 
justice. 


As you read these lines, if you are wondering who I am 
talking about, allow me to gently help by reminding you 
that I am talking about you! As a believer, you also have 
received your marching orders from the risen Christ, and 
you have been challenged to participate in perpetuating 
his unique ministry, so beautifully expressed in the words 
of St. Francis of Assissi: 


‘Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where 
there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is de- 
spair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where 
there is sadness, joy. 


“O Divine master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to un- 
derstand; to be loved, as to love: for it is in giving that 
we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.” 


As individual Christians, you and I are called to be posi- 
tive proof that the risen Christ is alive in us and through us 
in our world. We are called to show by our words and 
deeds of love, by our struggle for justice and peace, and by 
our taking the risk in opposing any worldly power that 
claims the lordship of Christ, to bear witness that because 
Christ is risen, we are citizens of a new world, of God’s 
new world, already here yet fully anticipated in the full- 
ness of time! It is only with such a faith that we can greet 
one another with the words, “Christ is risen from the 
dead! Blessed is the resurrection of our Lord!” G 
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Armenian Children Enjoying 
Christmas Hope And Cheer 


by Harout Nercessian 


he Armenian Missionary Association 

in Armenia (AMAA) continues its tra- 
dition of bringing Christmas joy to tens of 
thousands of children and their parents 
throughout Armenia and Karabagh. 

During the months of December and Janu- 
ary, over 20,000 children and their parents 
attended the 64 Christmas programs held at 
54 locations throughout Armenia and 
Karabagh. 16,000 Christmas presents were 
distributed to needy children during these 
programs. Each child received a gift bag 
containing candies, fairy tale literature and 
“Shoghig”, AMAA’s children's quarterly. 

The Christmas programs feature dramas, 
puppet shows, songs, dance, clowns, Santa 
Claus and much more. The value of these 
programs however extends beyond the can- 
dies and the one hour fun that the children 
enjoy. Most of the children are materially 
deprived and are delighted at the thought of 
sinking their teeth in the chocolate bars, yet 
they learn that Christmas has much more 
than taste bud pleasure to offer. 

AMAA Christmas programs educate the 
children and their parents on the meaning 
and message of Christmas. In many loca- 
tions, this is done through dramas, puppet 
shows, and songs. They hear of Jesus Christ, 
God’s great gift to mankind. They learn 
about sharing, trusting God and being happy 
by loving one another. 

Furthermore, these programs expose the 
children to the performing arts, culturally 
enriching them. Due to financial consider- 
ations, most would not even consider attend- 
ing such cultural events. 

The “Shoghig” quarterly is a 20-page color 
publication featuring Christmas articles, sto- 
ries, games and puzzles for children, teach- 
ing them about the meaning and message of 
Christmas. Furthermore, it educates them on 
Armenian national values and our cultural 
heritage. Shoghik is the only children’s pub- 
lication of its kind in Armenia. 

In the city of Kapan, Southern Armenia, 
many approached AMAA staff asking for 
the Shoghik quarterly. They said, “we are 
not asking for the candies, we want 
Shoghiks”. These people wanted to hear 


about God’s love. 

In Yerevan, 
3,500 children and 
parents watched 
the drama entitled 
“chaos at night”. 
Many in the audi- 
ence were shed- 
ding tears as they watched a self-centered 
leader change into a caring person after be- 
ing touched by God on Christmas eve. The 
drama was shown five times to packed au- 
diences at the prestigious Hagop Baronian 
theater. 

The blessings of these programs extend 
beyond the audience. The performers are 
children who participate in AMAA’s vari- 
ous children’s programs such as drama 
groups, choirs, and Bible classes. The ac- 
tors and the performers themselves are 
greatly blessed as they use their God given 
talents to share God’s love with others. Many 
are touched by the dramas that they act. 

In many towns and villages, the AMAA 
program is the only Christmas activity in 
town. Shiragamood (formerly Nalbant) is a 
small village 10Km West of Spitak. It was 
the very epicenter of the 1988 earthquake. 
The entire village was destroyed. Here, over 
300 children and adults (over 10% of the 
population) attended AMAA’s Christmas 
program. Most came to receive their only 
Christmas gift. Yet, they went home with 
more than candy bars and fairy tale books. 

The Noubarashen School of Special Edu- 
cation houses boys that need special supervi- 
sion. They are either orphans or have parents 
that cannot raise them. Many are sent to this 
school because of petty crimes they have 
committed. AMAA has an ongoing Christian 
Education program for these boys. The 
Christmas program at this school was orga- 
nized by the boys themselves, with assistance 
from their teachers and AMAA volunteers. 
They performed Christmas songs, recited 
poetry, and acted out humorous dramas and 
sketches. The teachers and AMAA volunteers 
in the audience laughed and cried, as they 
saw the fruit of their labor. Instead of think- 
ing mischief, these boys were performing on 


stage, using their talents for God’s glory. Each 
of the 80 students of the school received a 
pair of brand new shoes, purchased by the 
AMAA with donations from the First Arme- 
nian Presbyterian Church of Fresno. 

Hundreds of winter hats and scarfs, knit- 
ted by caring ladies in New Jersey, were 
gifted to needy children of Armenia. These 
beautiful gifts brought warmth to the bod- 
ies and spirits of these children during this 
very cold winter. 

At the request of Mr. Anoushavan 
Danielian, Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Karabagh, AMAA and the Artsakh Dio- 
cese of the Apostolic Church distributed 
10,000 gifts to all Karabagh pupils of Grade 
1 to 4. The project was jointly funded by the 
AMAA, Artsakh Diocese and the World 
Council of Churches Armenia Round 
Table.G 
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AMAA Sheen "Shoghig" Camp In Armenia 


‘ik many of us adults and young adults, 
the experience of attending a Christian 
summer camp has left an indelible impres- 
sion on our spiritual life and the way we 
value today a similar experience for our chil- 
dren and grandchildren! Youthful experi- 
ences that have shaped our Christian char- 
acter, whether in Sunday School, Daily Va- 
cation Bible School or at a Church Camp, 
often evoke nostalgic feelings and positive 
reminiscences of events that have shaped 
and encouraged the commitment of our life 
to Christ. 

I believe it is this common and prevalent 
assessment of a Christian camp experience 
among Armenian Evangelicals that has 
shaped AMAA’s traditional emphasis on 
youth camps as one of the lynchpins of our 
mission endeavors, whether it is in the 
Diaspora or in Armenia and Karabagh to- 
day! For the last decade, literally thousands 
of children and youth have been granted the 
privilege to attend a Christian Camp in Ar- 
menia or Karabagh, and to experience the 
healthy and invigorating physical, social and 
spiritual atmosphere that is bound to shape 
one’s faith or initiate one’s faith journey. 
AMAA leaders, past and present, whose 
spiritual lives have been shaped and nurtured 
in similar experiences, have greatly valued 
this means of evangelism and have, at times 
at great personal sacrifice and commitment, 
promoted, facilitated and supported similar 
experiences for today’s youth. The experi- 
ence has proven even more beneficial and 


vital to youth who have been } 
deprived of a healthy Christian 
atmosphere at home or at 
school. 

Each summer, our mission 
representatives in Armenia 
have organized and offered 
summer camp programs in the 
north and central Armenia, as 
well as in Karabagh. In most 
instances, especially in Arme- 
nia, camp facilities have been 
rented for five weeks during 
summer to provide an ad- 
equate environment for a 
Christian Camp. In the past year or so, how- 
ever, an opportunity was presented to us to 
purchase a campsite of our own in 
Hankavan, a bit north of central Armenia, 
where in time we can develop a model camp- 
site to benefit thousands of disadvantaged 
children and youth with the wholesome ex- 
perience of a Christian Camp. 

Following an extensive search for a bene- 
factor who would finance the purchase of 
such a camp, the Spirit guided us to Dr. and 
Mrs. Jack Sheen, whose ready and whole- 
hearted endorsement to use the Sheen Fam- 
ily endowment funds for this noble purpose 
has made our dream come true. Thanks to 
the availability of those funds, first estab- 
lished by John and Victoria Sheen, the late 
parents of Dr. Jack Sheen, the Hankavan 
Camp has been recently purchased by the 
AMAA and named “Armenian Missionary 


ow 


Dr. & Mrs. Jack and Anitra Sheen. 


Association Sheen ‘Shoghig’ Camp.” The 
word “Shoghig”, meaning a little light beam 
in Armenian, indicates that this camp is for 
children and youth. Restoration and refur- 
bishing of this twelve acre camp will begin 
this Spring to make the camp partially ready 
for use this summer, and will continue for 
the next two years to bring the whole cam- 
pus and buildings to a level that will reflect 
the high standards of the AMAA. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Dr. and 
Mrs. Jack and Anitra Sheen for their gener- 
ous gesture, and for their wise investment 
for the healthy spiritual future of our chil- 
dren and youth in Armenia. May the Lord 
richly bless them and the memory of their 
parents, and inspire others to emulate their 
wise and loving spirit to turn the hearts and 
minds of our youth in Armenia to the Christ 
of their historic faith!G 
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My Pilgrimage To Armenia 


By Bryan Bedrossian 


NE wife Rosie and I had the opportu- 
nity to travel to Armenia in late De- 


cember 2002 to visit some of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) churches and fellowships. It was 
a wonderful experience to see first hand the 
great work the AMAA is doing in Armenia 
to spread the Gospel. 

We landed at Zvartnots airport on Decem- 
ber 28" at 1:00 am. The outside tempera- 
ture when we landed was approximately 
minus 15 degrees. 

After a few hours of sleep, Harout 
Nercessian, AMAA Deputy Representative 
in Armenia picked us up at the Ani Plaza 
Hotel for our first appointment at the 
Nubarashen Boarding School #1 for Special 
Education in Yerevan. At this School the 
AMAA has started a Christian Education 
ministry. Also my home church, First Ar- 
menian Presbyterian Church of Fresno Cali- 
fornia (FAPC), raised $700 through its va- 
cation bible school for the purchase of new 
athletic shoes for the orphans of Nubarashen. 

After spending a few days in Yerevan, 
Harout and myself made our way to Talin to 
see the children’s Christmas program by the 
children of the Evangelical Church of Ar- 
menia in Talin. Regardless of the sub-zero 
temperature, as enthusiastic as were the per- 
formers, the over 300 children and parents 
in the auditorium were just as enthusiastic 
and very attentive. At the end of the pro- 
gram gifts from the “AMAA Christmas in 
Armenia” were distributed to the children. 

The AMAA was invited to work in Talin 
by the former Mayor of the city and has es- 
tablished a church and various Christian 
Education and humanitarian programs. The 
Pastor of the church is Armen Mickaelian. 

The Evangelical Church of Armenia in 
Talin has about 120 people attending Sunday 
worship service and about 100 young people 
attending its Christian Education program. 
They have also started a soccer ministry. 

On January 1“ Harout, Rosie and I visited 
3 evangelical families. In Armenia it is a 
tradition that from Jan 1“ to Jan 3" every 
home sets out a table and people visit each 
other. Rosie, Harout and I were visiting un- 


til late that night on Jan. 
1*. It was fun and very 
interesting. In Arme- 
nia, during winter only 
one room is heated in 
most homes, so all ac- 
tivities from eating to 
sleeping take place in 
that one room. But 
even in these conditions 
the people we visited 
were very cheerful es- 
pecially since they were 
having guests from 
America. 

A highlight of the trip 
was traveling to Talin 
again on January 5th 
Christmas Eve to par- 
ticipate in the worship 
service at Talin church. 
The service and sermon 
by Badveli Armen 
Michaelian was very 
spiritual and the singing ~ 
by the choir and the 
worshippers was really 
inspirational. 

After the service I 
went to Badveli Michaelian’s relative’s 
home to break bread and have fellowship. 
We also discussed the possibility of FAPC 
establishing a sister church relationship with 
Talin. I am happy to report that our church 
FAPC has agreed to enter into a sister church 
relationship with the AMAA church in Talin. 

On January 7th Harout and myself left on a3 
day trip to visit the AMAA churches in Goris 
and Stepanagerd (Karabagh). Going to 
Stepanagert has been a dream of mine for years. 

Goris is in southern Armenia and is a 4 
hour drive from Yerevan. The drive is very 
scenic and on our trip we were blessed with 
great views of Ararat. Goris is one of the 
main cities of the Sunik Region, a very pic- 
turesque city with houses built on the side 
of hills. It is famous for having one of the 
largest above sea level coral reefs. The 
people are poor like the rest of Armenia. 

Goris also has a very active AMAA min- 
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hildren of Nubarashen, with shoes donated by funds raised 
from the First Armenian Presbyterian Church in Fresno Va- 
cation Bible School (above). Pastor Armen Mikaelian (sitting) 
and Family with Bryan Bedrosian (standing). 


istry and center where Harout and I spent 2 
nights. Unfortunately the water pipes had 
burst due to the cold so we didn’t have any 
running water but that didn’t stop us from 
enjoying ourselves. We arrived there for the 
AMAA Christmas program. The highlight 
though came when Santa Claus came to pass 
the gifts out to the children. It made me feel 
good to know that our church FAPC had 
played a role in providing these gifts for the 
children. 

After spending the night in Goris we set 
out for Karabagh, the place where so much 
recent Armenian history has happened. 

Karabagh is stark and stunning in its 
beauty. Fortunately for us the weather was 
clear and we saw Karabagh in all its majes- 
tic beauty. It is a mountainous country. A 
country of many colors and shades. A coun- 
try, that must be seen to fully appreciate its 

(Cont'd on the following page) 
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A Special Christmas Party In Armenia 


Bix Ashodian of California is a Chris- 
tian lady with a heart full of love. A 
heart that cares, hurts for the hurting and 
reaches out. 

Several years ago, Mrs. Ashodian was 
deeply moved by the suffering of the many 
needy families in Armenia. She had to do 
something. 

She called the Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA) and, with tears 
inher eyes, offered to sponsor 20 families, pro- 
viding for their needs regularly on monthly 
basis. She gradually increased the number of 
families to 250. This is in addition to the many 
children she sponsors through AMAA’s Child 
Sponsorship Program. 

Mrs. Ashodian is not a passive donor. She 
takes interest in the families she supports, 
frequently calling them or our office to in- 
quire about their well being. 

Realizing that these needy families can- 
not afford the holiday table that many take 


for granted, Mrs. Ashodian once again this 
year sponsored two Christmas parties, one 
in Yerevan and another one in Gumri, on 
January 10, and 12 respectively. 

135 individuals participated in these parties. 
They were served traditional Armenian holi- 
day meals, fruits, and dessert. Most important 
though, they had a great time of fellowship, 
worship and thanksgiving. 
They sang, prayed, testified to 
God’s loving care, and 
thanked God for His many 
blessings. They were all very 
grateful to Mrs. Ashodian 
whose caring heart, expressed 
through her generous support, 
enables them to carry on in 
these very hard times. 

The AMAA is grateful to 
God and is fortunate to have 
a friend and a faithful sup- 
porter in Mrs. Ashodian. 


(PILGRIMAGE TO ARMENIA...Cont'd from page 5) 


unique beauty. 

I had many feelings driving through 
Karabagh. I remembered how closely I fol- 
lowed the war in the news. How sad I was 
when in 1993 I learned that Monte “Avo” 
Melkonian “Marduni Commander” was 
killed. Monte Melkonian grew up in the San 
Joaquin Valley and was my age to the year. 
I remember how happy I was when I heard 
of the capture of Shoushi and Kelbajar. Now 
I was going to Stepanagert to observe and 
hopefully help in the future in the spreading 
of the word of Christ. 

When we arrived in Stepanagert we went 
straight to the AMAA center and met with 
Arsen, AMAA Representative in Karabagh, 
who had lived through the almost 4 year 
bombing siege of Stepanagert and described 
how they had lived underground for almost 
the whole time and how at night when the 
bombing would let up they would go out and 
look for food. 

The effects of this bombing are still seen 
today. Even though the streets have been 
completely repaired many buildings still 


carry the scars of those bombings. I also 
had a chance to go to Shoushi the ancient 
Armenian city with the famous and beauti- 
ful white marble Armenian Church. Shushi 
prior to the war was inhabited by 50,000 
people who were mostly Azeris but during 
the war all the Azeris left leaving Shushi 
mostly depopulated. Today there are less 
than 4,000 people living in Shushi and the 
city is in much worse condition than 
Stepanagert. 

Later that day we participated in the 
AMAA Christmas program and it was great 
and really clever. One thing is for sure the 
hyes sure know how to put on a Christmas 
show. After the show the children were 
given gifts from the AMAA Christmas for 
Armenia. The children who received the 
gifts were the poorest of the children in 
Stepanagert. 

We returned to Yerevan January 9" tired 
but I was very much inspired by the work 
the AMAA is doing in Armenia. The AMAA 
is doing a wonderful job in Armenia. Any 
resources they receive are being put to very 


Her caring and 
loving heart 
brings joy to 
the hearts of 
hundreds of 
people in our 
homeland, Ar- 
menia. G 


Belle Ashodian 


good use in spreading the word of God. I 
was very impressed by the dedication of the 
whole staff. 

But as great a job as the AMAA is doing; 
the work of spreading the Good News is too 
great for any one Christian group or Chris- 
tian Church to handle. That is why it is en- 
couraging to see better and better relation- 
ships between the Armenian Apostolic 
Church and the AMAA. We, as Armenian 
Christians, whether Apostolic or Evangeli- 
cal, all have the same goals of spreading the 
Good News and promoting and teaching our 
Armenian Christian history and culture in 
Armenia. 

It is interesting that many Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in America have forgotten 
about teaching our Armenian Christian his- 
tory and culture but this has not been for- 
gotten by the Armenian Evangelicals in Ar- 
menia. It is through the teaching of this his- 
tory and culture that we as Armenians know 
what we have suffered in the name of Christ 
and how Christ has blessed our people as 
well.G 


AMAA NEWS, JAN/FEB/MARCH 2003 


TURKEY 


A Historic Ordination In Turkey 


by Nishan L. Bakalian 


he ordination of Rev. Krikor Agabal- 

oglu in Istanbul, Turkey, on Sunday, 
Dec. 1, 2002, represented a major event in 
the life of the Armenian Evangelical church 
worldwide, and a milestone in the spiritual 
pilgrimage of the ordinand, a dear brother 
and dedicated coworker in Christ. 

A native of the central Turkish town of 
Arabkir, Krikor moved with his family to 
Malatya and graduated from high school 
there. He did his university education in 
Istanbul as a history major, but after gradu- 
ating, marrying and having two children, his 
life changed in a totally unexpected way. A 
coal-stove malfunction in their home poi- 
soned the entire family, taking the lives of 
their children. Krikor and his wife, Maria, 
eventually recovered, but Krikor remained 
incapacitated in hospital. Consumed by 
thoughts of his misfortune, he grew bitter 
and concluded that there is no God. 

In the depths of his despair, searching for 
meaning in life, Krikor found a Turkish New 
Testament—a book unfamiliar to him—and 
began reading it. Although he did not be- 
lieve in God, it intrigued him, especially the 
person of Jesus Christ. As he read he be- 
came even more interested, and although he 
was still angry at God and full of accusa- 
tory questions, nonetheless God softened his 
heart and spoke to him. In the Bible he did 
not discover answers to the question “why,” 
but he realized how great is the grace and 
forgiveness of the Lord. 

Krikor’s faith has since weathered many 
storms, whether within the church or in so- 
ciety at large. His lengthy convalescence, 
when he was the subject of an experimental 
treatment to avoid amputation of his arm, 
helped him to see that nothing is impossible 
for God. The joy that he and Maria experi- 
enced in having two more children taught 
them about God’s goodness. Krikor, recall- 
ing his childhood questions to his father 
about why he prayed, remembered his 
father’s answer, “My son, someday you'll 
understand,” and learned about his heavenly 
Father’s faithfulness. 

Over the years, Krikor shared his faith in 
his workplace, as a diamond-setter, and in 


the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Gedik Pasha, 
which was founded in 1850, | 
became a member of the 
Union of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in the Near 
East (UAECNE) in the 1940s, 
but which had not seen a pas- 
toral ordination since the mid- 
1930s. As a lay leader he 
helped the church remain 
faithful to its calling of sharing the Gospel 
with all. Under his leadership, today it is a 
thriving church with four different congre- 
gations and even more ethnic groups wor- 
shipping there—Armenian, Turk, Assyrian, 
Persian, Moldavian, and many expatriate 
residents of Istanbul. The church reaches out 
to refugees and offers temporary shelter to 
many. It has Bibles and Christian literature 
available in a number of languages. Above 
all, it remains a place where people of every 
race, creed and tongue can hear the saving 
message of Jesus Christ, come to faith and 
grow as children of God. 

Rev. Agabaloglu has become well known 
within his country through his sermons on 
one of Istanbul’s two full-time Christian ra- 
dio stations. His reputation has also grown 
in the past decade because of his speaking 
out for minority rights, whether that of his 
own people or of other groups within Tur- 
key. He has done this in major Turkish news- 
papers, on broadcast television, and before 
religious and civic leaders. 

The relationship Krikor and Maria have 
cultivated with believers throughout the 
world has been a mutual blessing. Locally, 
the Gedik Pasha church has become part of 
the network of Christian churches in the 
country and has served the Lord Jesus 
through its social and spiritual outreach. At 
the same time, Krikor has benefited from 
studies at the Protestant “Bythinia” Bible 
Institute, set up by the American Board in 
Istanbul, in which men and women from a 
variety of churches completed a short course 
of study over a few years. Those fraternal 
relations have extended beyond the local 
scene to include active participation in the 


The day of ordination was truly a day of 
blessing. Songs of praise and worship in 
Armenian and Turkish resounded in the his- 
toric sanctuary, beautiful not only because 
of the recent renovations, but especially be- 
cause of the unity expressed. Race, age and 
culture took a back seat to the Lord Jesus, 
who unites us. The barriers of time and dis- 
tance were also broken down, as Hrant 
Guzelyan, the eldest member of the Church, 
now living in France, rejoiced with the new 
members at God’s faithfulness in bringing 
life and hope to what was, twenty years ago, 
a “hopeless cause.” And so as to remind us 
of his mysterious ways, God led a young Ar- 
menian man past the church doors during the 
ordination service—a man who had been a 
youth under the care of Hrant in the Youth 
Home (Badanegan Doon) ministry of the 
Gedik Pasha church. Upon hearing Armenian 
hymns being sung, he stepped in and was 
shocked to see his mentor there, so many years 
later. The seed of God’s Word is scattered, 
and does not return to him empty, but does 
what he intends it to do! (Isaiah 55.10-11) 

And so, the gathering of six Armenian 
Evangelical and two western Protestant clergy 
on that day, along with over 400 worshippers 
from East and West for the ordination ser- 
vice and laying on of hands was merely a joy- 
ful affirmation of what God has already been 
doing in and through Krikor Agabaloglu. The 
president of the Union of Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in the Near East, the Rev. 
Megerdich Karagoezian, conducted the ser- 
vice, which was nothing short of an offering 
of heartfelt thanks to God for his power, his 
goodness, and his faithfulness.G 
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Re-evaluation Seminar For Teachers Of Armenian 
Evangelical Schools of Syria 


by Haroutiun Selimian 


nder the sponsorship of the Executive 

Committee of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Community of Syria, and organized by 
the Armenian Evangelical Educational 
Council, with the cooperation of the Educa- 
tional Council of Lebanon, a Teacher Train- 
ing and Re-evaluation Seminar was held 
September 8-12, 2002, at Haigazian Univer- 
sity, Beirut, Lebanon. The reason behind of- 
fering this seminar was educational, spiri- 
tual and intellectual preparation, and increas- 
ing participants’ development by introduc- 
ing them to new pedagogical and educational 
methods. 

Participating in this seminar were a total 
of 64 teachers and principals, coming from 
schools belonging to the community (from 
Aleppo, Kessab and Damascus). 

The seminar began with an opening wor- 
ship service on Monday, September 9, 2002, 
at 9 a.m., in the audio-visual center of 
Haigazian University. The president of 
Haigazian University, the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, officially opened the seminar. 
In his opening remarks, President Haidostian 
greeted those present, expressing great ap- 
preciation for the ensuing program. He 
gladly noted and made the observation about 
the foundational and central mission of 
Haigazian University, which is to prepare 
Armenian Evangelical teachers and leaders. 

Thereafter the chairman of the Armenian 
Evangelical Educational Council of Syria, 
the Rev. Haroutiun Selimian, offered his 
words. He concisely presented the vision and 
motivation behind the seminar: continuing 
education and renewed energy, and urged 
the participants to remain faithful to their 
educational mission and responsibility. 

The seminar was made possible through 
the foundational and practical efforts of the 
Educational Worker of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Educational Council of Lebanon, 
Mrs. Sevan Balabanian. Mrs. Balabanian 
presented the details of the program, and 
called the participants to consider this pro- 
gram an excellent opportunity to benefit as 
much as possible from what Haigazian Uni- 
versity has to offer. 

Throughout the four days of the seminar 


classes began at 9 a.m., with the entire group 
being divided into four sections, each of 
which studied a specifically-chosen subject 
from the following list: “The Basic Prin- 
ciples of Education,” presented by Dr. 
Hanine Hout (Haigazian University); “The 
Psychology of a Child’s Development,” pre- 
sented by Mrs. Sarar Maalouf (Haigazian 
University); “The Stages of a Child’s Men- 
tal Growth, Classroom Behavior, the 
Student’s Drives,” presented by Mrs. 
Shaghig Khodaverdian; “The Use of Mari- 
onettes and Puppets as Teaching Tools,” pre- 
sented by Mrs. Liza Hekimian; “The Impor- 
tant Influence of Arts and Crafts,” presented 
by Mrs. Tamar Bakkalian; “Music Educa- 
tion and Rhythm Classes,” presented by Mrs. 
Georgia Andonov; “The Computer as a 
Teaching Tool,” presented by Miss Rima Al 
Hajj. “Modern Means of Managing a Class 
and Solutions to Classroom Problems” was 
presented by Miss Maha Abou Ladan, and 
“The Student’s Development and Evalua- 
tion” was presented by Mr. Sultan Nasr el- 
Din. 

Along with the aforementioned class top- 


ics, special classes were held for principals 
and board members, with an aim towards 
imparting information and developing skills 
in administrative and organizational matters. 

For fellowship and food, the participants 
were hosted on the university campus, where 
they had an opportunity to get to know each 
other better and be an encouragement to each 
other in their sacrificial service. 

Seminar participants also enjoyed tours 
and visits to important places and scenic 
destinations in Lebanon. 

A period for written evaluation was held 
at the close of the seminar, after which the 
participants, in acknowledgement of their 
participation in 18 working sessions at the 
University, each received an official certifi- 
cation from the Union of Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in the Near East, given by 
Mrs. Sevan Balabanian and the Rev. 
Haroutiun Selimian. We thank God for this 
unprecedented and unique event, and ex- 
press our hope that the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Schools remain the faithful guardians of 
their mission of educating the hearts and 
minds of their people’s children.G 
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Armenian Evangelical Schools In Lebanon 


he Armenian Evangelical Schools of Lebanon reopened on Sep- 
tember 30 for the academic year of 2002-2003. The seven 
schools reported an overall increase of 50 students this year. A 
large number of the 1500 students of our schools have flooded into 
the various CE programs that the churches offer for them. Some 
students of the higher grades teach in Sunday Schools. Three out of 
4 highest scorers among Armenian students in the 9 Grade Gov- 
ernmental Exam are from our schools. 
The following are some of the major highlights of recent activities 
of the Armenian Evangelical Schools in Lebanon: 
¢ Partial joining of Baccalaureate classes in 3 schools has reduced 
the financial load and increased the number of high school students. 
¢ The AMAA facelift, for the 3 year successively, helped the im- 
provement of facilities and has made a wonderful impact on stu- 
dent and teacher performance. 
¢ The Ainjar school opened 2 newly built classrooms dedicated to 
all past and present teachers. 


Christmas Programs 


ll schools in Lebanon held programs and assemblies before 

their Christmas vacation, and the Lord has encouraged us to 
rejoice through these children and youth. In the midst of financial 
struggles (more than 85% percent of the students need financial 
aids) and social problems, the talents and Christian commitment of 
these young people remind us to be joyful in all circumstances. 

Some special gifts were: A) toys and gadgets donated by various 
organizations. B) A meal at a fast food restaurant for a group of 
very poor children of Trad School, who can otherwise never eat in 
such a place. C) A big Christmas celebration held by the Munici- 
pality of Bourj Hammoud in the Bourj Hammoud stadium for all 
the area schools. 

Church youth realized special programs to proclaim the glory of 
our Savior’s birth. Of particular note is the newly-formed junior 
youth group at the Christian Social Center, Trad, which organized 
a dinner and program for their parents, encouraging the fathers es- 
pecially to see where and how they spend their Saturdays. 


KCHAG Summer Camp 


A the end of November 2002 KCHAG witnessed a unique Cos- 
tume Party program with general knowledge contest and dis- 
guises, organized by the KCHAG Programs Committee. 

On January 4, 2003, the ‘Nor-Yerk’ band led a special caroling 
night on the occasion of Armenian Christmas Eve. Puddles of water 
(inside the hall) did not get in the way of the Christmas spirit as more 
than 100 people defied the bad weather (outside the hall) and went 
up to KCHAG to sing carols and listen to Scripture reading. The 
event was organized by the CE Executive Committee. After the car- 
oling, the participants were sent home with a traditional Armenian 
sweet- anoushabour. It is noteworthy that more & more people are 
coming back to KCHAG for the first time to rediscover it. 


Joint 12th grade of Shamlian-Tatigian and Central High Schools 
(above). Central High School students in their renovated playground. 


Rededicating God's House 


unday, December 15, the Armenian Evangelical Church of 

Ainjar welcomed an overflow crowd to the opening and re- 
dedication of their refurbished sanctuary. The church roof is now 
tiled, a bell tower at the entrance has been added, the interior walls 
have been strengthened, the pillars removed from the middle of the 
sanctuary and new windows were installed along with a new heat- 
ing system. Other improvements were made as well, through the 
generosity of donors in Lebanon and abroad. 


Haigazian Students Reach Out 


hristian and non-Christian students alike decided to bring cheer 

to underprivileged children in Lebanon, and - in a big way - 
planned a carnival for them for Nov. 30, on the grounds of the First 
Armenian Evangelical Church. The university’s humanitarian club, 
called “Desert Streams,” planned the whole event, found sponsors, 
prepared gifts and food, helped construct the booths, and enter- 
tained 600 children from Christian and Muslim organizations, in- 
cluding a few Armenian institutions. This event attracted the atten- 
tion of the news media in Lebanon, who praised the students for 
their gesture of good will. We thank God that many of these stu- 
dents are active Christians on campus and in Armenian Evangeli- 
cal churches. 
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Rose and Yervant Hovhanness Levonian Educational Fund 


by Joyce Abdulian* 


resno State University has been one of 

the five beneficiaries of the Rose and 
Yervant Hovhanness Levonian Educa- 
tional Fund which provides scholarships for 
deserving Armenian students since 1985. 
Yervant Hovhanness Levonian was my 
uncle. 

Each time I receive the Hye Sharzoom list 
of scholarship recipients, I feel great joy 
knowing so many students at Fresno State 
University are benefiting from Uncle Ed's 
life and generosity. 

Yervant Levonian was my mother's 
brother. He was born in Aintab, Turkey to 
Hovhanness and Dudu Levonian, wealthy 
landowners and exporters of apricots and 
pistachios. He came to the United States 
prior to the Armenian Genocide in 1915 and 
settled in Fresno. His parents, a sister (my 
mother), and a brother struggled through the 
hardships of the deportation of the Geno- 
cide and finally arrived exhausted and des- 
titute in Aleppo, Syria. 

Yervant's brother Levon fondly known as 
"Toh Levon" opened a school in Aleppo for 
all the refugee children and was revered by 
all for his compassion and skill as a teacher, 
musician, and administrator. The funding for 
this school came from the sale of his 
mother's (my grandmother's) gorgeous gold 
jewelry which she was able somehow to 
conceal on her arduous journey across the 
Syrian Desert. (I prize having the only two 
matching bracelets remaining from her large 
collection.) 

Yervant and his bride, Rose Gagosian, 
opened a small grocery store, Peacock Mar- 
ket, on Belmont St. They would eventually 
trade their way up to a third larger market 
located near Belmont and Blackstone. They 
worked long and hard for their living and 
lived in a modest house behind the store. 
Uncle worked and saved eventually buying 
some fruit orchards and after WWII a new 
home. 

He lived a happy but frugal life that con- 
sisted of work, friends, relatives, and his 
lovely wife Rose. 

He was like a surrogate father to me, be- 
ing that my father died when I was an in- 


Rose & Yervant Hovhanness Levonian. 


fant. Going to Fresno from Los Angeles over 
the old winding 2 lane Grapevine was the 
biggest adventure for us especially during 
winter snow storms. I can still remember 
reaching in the jelly bean jar at the store for 
a special treat. 

It was to this house behind the store that 
my mother, Zekie Levonian arrived after 
suffering life through the Genocide. An ac- 
complished pianist and accustomed to the 
privileged life, she began working long 
hours in the hot Fresno packing houses and 
helping with cooking chores in the Levonian 
household which now held two more broth- 
ers and their families. 

When uncle became ill a few years after 
the passing of Aunt rose, he asked my hus- 
band, Dr. H. Jack Abdulian, and myself for 
advice as to the disbursement of his money. 


Being that he was childless, we advised him 
to leave it all to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA). We knew 
his money would be handled properly and 
increased substantially due to their exper- 
tise in these areas. This he did and desig- 
nated Fresno State as one of the recipients. 
The rest is history. 

Many of Fresno State students are now 
benefiting from my Uncle Ed's generos- 
ity. It is our hope that the students will 
appreciate it and use their knowledge 
wisely. Perhaps in turn, they may help a 
student someday. This will be uncle's 
greatest legacy.G 


* This article has appeared in Hye 
Sharzoom, the organ of Fresno State Uni- 
versity Armenian Studies Program. 
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AMAA Elects Board Members And Officers 


he Board of Directors of the Armenian 

Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), at its meeting of December 14, 
2002, re-elected Andrew Torigian of 
Paramus, NJ, as the President of the Asso- 
ciation for the unprecedented sixth consecu- 
tive term. 

Each year the AMAA mails out ballots 
to its members for the election of one-third 
of its Board of Directors. The member- 
ship, in turn, elects AMAA Board mem- 
bers to serve three-year terms. The newly- 
constituted Board then proceeds to appoint 
the officers of the AMAA for the coming 
year. 

This year (2002) five incumbents were re- 
elected to the Board and four new members 
were added. Those elected were Mr. Harry 
Balukjian of Bethesda, MD; Dr. John 
Bezirganian of Trumansburg, NY; John 
Cherkezian of Englewood Cliffs, NJ; 
Charles DeMirjian of Media, PA; Phyllis 
Dohanian of Belmont, MA; David Hagopian 
of Deerfield, IL; Gary Phillips, Esq. of Los 
Angeles, CA; Michele Simourian of Do- 
ver, MA and Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian of 
Royal Oak, MI. The new members are 
Harry Dulgarian; John Bezirganian, MD; 
John Cherkezian; Gary Phillips, Esq. and 
Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian. 

The new officers of the AMAA for the 


Clockwise: Andrew Torigian, George 
Phillips, Esq. and Robert Hekemian, Sr. 


coming year are: Andrew Torigian (Presi- 
dent) of Paramus, NJ; Robert Hekemian, Sr. 
(Vice President) of Saddle River, NJ; 
George Phillips, Sr., Esq. (Vice President) 
of Los Angeles, CA; Aram Robert 
Minnetian (Treasurer) of Hoboken, NJ; 
David Hekemian (Assistant Treasurer) of 
Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ; Harry Dulgarian (Co-Re- 
cording Secretary) of Belmont, MA; 
Lawrence Kalfayan, Esq. (Co-Recording 
Secretary) of Glendale, CA; and Eileen 
Chopourian Stephey (Co-Recording Secre- 
tary) of Havertown, PA.G 


Haigazian Students Value Friendship 


aster’s of Art and Master’s of Business Administration stu- 
dents attended a cocktail reception Friday, February 7, 2003 
at Haigazian University The event gathered students of different 
classes, stages and majors together to open up channels of commu- 


nication among them. 


Some of those present are continuing their education for career goals, 
while others are in the program for personal development. “Both are 
appreciated and welcome,” said Reverend Dr. Paul Haidostian, Uni- 
versity President. Dr. Haidostian stressed that professionalism is more 
than specialization in a field. “We need to help each other and the 
whole society to move beyond getting a degree and a specialization to 
professional behavior and outlook,” he said. Dr. Haidostian encour- 
aged those present to keep in touch and to express honest and realistic 
opinion on the program, thus helping Haigazian serve the academic 
community better. Both faculty members and professors had a chance 
to associate with students and discuss with them personal academic 


and career plans in an informal manner.G 
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85th Anniversary Of The Armenian Congregational Church Of Detroit 


n Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24, 

2002, the Armenian Congregational 
Church of Greater Detroit highlighted the 
85" anniversary of its founding, held in the 
Church Social Hall. An overflow crowd of 
325 parishioners and friends from far and 
near had come to celebrate the church’s an- 
niversary and its attainment of 85 years of 
growth and spiritual service to a commu- 
nity representing more than a score of towns 
spread out over the greater Detroit area. 

The Master of ceremonies of the banquet 
was Rodney Keteyian. The banquet opened 
by the singing of the American and Arme- 
nian national anthems, sung by April Arabian 
Tini and Gayaneh Kachadourian respectively, 
an invocation by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, 
followed by an anniversary toast. A very 
sumptuous traditional turkey dinner, with all 
its trimmings, was prepared by Moses and 
Maggie Avakian and their crew. 

At the banquet, Rodney Keteyian and Mrs. 
Rosette Tootikian welcomed all the attend- 
ees and the special guests. Brief and apro- 
pos greetings were given by the Minister, 
Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, and the Chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Richard 
E. Marburger. 

The key-note speaker of the evening was 
the Rev. Jirair M. Sogomian, who congratu- 
lated the church, reminisced briefly about 
his ministry (1970-1975) at ACC, and gave 
a most timely, thought-provoking and chal- 
lenging message on the privileges and re- 


r 
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Clergy who attended the 85th anniversary celebrations. 


sponsibilities of the Church at this juncture 
of history. 

The musical program included Armenian 
selections by Gayaneh Kachadourian and 
English selections by April Arabian Tini, 
accompanied by Margaret Benian and Mat 
deRaad respectively. 

Among the highlights of the banquet was 
a beautifully compiled 36-page booklet (a 
gift from Ralph and Frances Garabedian), 
which included letters of congratulations 
from President George W. Bush, Governor 
John Engler, Lt. Governor Dick Posthumus, 
Governor-Elect and Attorney General Jen- 
nifer M. Granholm, Southfield Mayor 
Brenda L. Lawrence, Executive Committee 
of the Armenian Evangelical World Coun- 
cil, U.S. Senators Carl Levin and Debbie 


Stabenow, U.S. Congressman Joe 
Knollenberg, AMAA Executive Director, 
Rev. Jirair Sogomian, UAECNE Central 
Committee Chairman, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, and from more than forty 
churches and lay leaders and institutions from 
all over the world. The booklet also included 
a brief history of the church and pictures from 
yesteryears and the present time, as well as a 
long list of anniversary donors. 

Also, on this milestone occasion, as an 
anniversary memento, a pen, with the in- 
scription “85" Anniversary of the Armenian 
Congregational Church, 1917-2002,” was 
given to each attendee. 

The program concluded with the singing 
of the Hayr Mér and benediction given by 
all six attending clergy. G 


Building Excellence In Higher Education 


ppraising Haigazian’s role in academic 
and professional education, Haigazian 
University President, the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian hosted a colloquium retreat on 
Monday, January 20, 2003 headed by 
Lebanon’s Minister of Education and Higher 
Learning, Mr. Abdel Rahim Mrad, to present 
Haigazian’s strategy and contribution to 
higher learning in Lebanon. Present were 
Haigazian University Deans, Chairs of de- 
partments and a number of the Administra- 
tion. 
After a word of welcome by the President, 
each of the Deans presented a synopsis of 
their faculty achievements and accomplish- 


ments at Haigazian. 

Following was _ the 
President’s presentation that 
highlighted the challenges 
that youth and societies face 
and how the Armenian Evan- 
gelical educational philoso- 
phy responds to it. 

In his speech, the Minister 
highly valued Haigazian’s 
focus on quality education; 
the theoretical and practical 
methods used here and the challenges of the 
future. 

In return, the Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian ac- 


The Rey. Dr. Paul Haidostian and Minister Abdel Rahim 
Mrad: a token of appreciation. 


knowledged Minister Mrad and presented 
to him the Haigazian University shield, as a 
token of appreciation.G 
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A Spring Recital To Benefit Summer Camps In Armenia And Karabagh 


he AMAA's Armenia Summer 

Camp and Christmas Committee 
will present a Spring Recital on May 4, 
at 3:00 PM at the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of New York, featuring re- 
now ned pianist Vardan Mamikonian of 
Paris (Originally from Armenia). Dona- 
tion: $20 per person ($10 for students). 

Your generous donations will enable 
us to provide for over 10,000 deprived 
children in Armenia, Georgia and 
Karabagh to participate at AMAA sum- 
mer camps and Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, where they will enjoy fresh 
air and nutritious meals in a Christian 
environment with Bible stories, mu- 
sic, drama and outdoor games under 
caring supervision. 

Forty dollars covers a child's stay at 
our overnight camps for a week and 
twenty-five dollars covers a child's stay 
at a day camp for a week. 

Throughout the year, The Armenia 
Summer Camp and Christmas Commit- 
tee is faced with the challenge of 


fundraising for the children's summer 
camps and for Christmas J oy Packages. 

We thank you for your consistent 
Support and hope you will join us on 
this occasion. 


co ae- -- - - 


of --------- U.S. Dollars 


camps with my donation of 


G | would like to sponsor 


Name 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

oeeeems children @ $25 each for day camp : 
| 

| 

| 

INGO BBB soe rer emer ce cemse came see eeeeeSERSSEaEe | 
| 

| 
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If you are unable to attend and 
would like to support our efforts, 
please fill out the form and mail it to 
the AMAA. Your donation will have 
a positive impact on young lives.G 


SESS RSSarSaae 


G | will attend and support the Spring Recital with my donation 


G |amunable to attend but would like to support the summer 
U.S. Dollars 
wanna=- children @ $40 each for overnight camp 


Enclosed please find my donation in the amount of ----------- U.S. Dollars 


(Make tax deductible donations to AMAA earmarked for Summer Camps and 
mail to 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652) 


Armenian Evangelical College Celebrates 80th Anniversary 


QO: the occasion of the 80th anniversary, 
the Armenian Evangelical College 
(Yeprem and Martha Philibossian School), 
Beirut, organized on December 7, 2002 a 
concert at the Assembly Hall of the Ameri- 
can University of Beirut under the high pa- 
tronage of the First Lady, Mrs. Andrée Emile 
Lahoud. The main star of the evening was 
former student Mezzo Soprano Lena 
Kurkjian (Class of 1979 and currently with 
Bern Opera) who enchanted the audience 
with arias from Schubert, Brahms, Alemshah, 
Gomidas, Ganachian and spiritual hymns. 
She was accompanied by young virtuoso pia- 
nist Eva Aroutunian (from Geneva) and the 
Armiss Choir under the supervision of Rev. 
Nerces Balabanian. One of the Hymns (Out 
of the Depths) was especially dedicated to 
the 1988 earthquake victims of Armenia. 
At the end of the concert, Mr. Zaven 
Messerlian, principal of the school, thanked 
the artists for their generous contribution of 


this concert to the school and all the spon- 
sors who funded the event. Finally, Dr. Arda 
Ekmekji, President of the Board, offered Mrs. 


Lahoud and the artists commemorative 
plaques bearing the logo of the Armenian 
Evangelical College's 80th anniversary.G 
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A Viola Recital - A New CD Released by AMAA's 
Armenia Summer Camp/Christmas Committee 


by Ani Chalemian 


he Armenia Summer Camp and Christ- 

mas Committee of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) is 
proud to present a CD recording of “A Viola 
Recital” featuring Gor Hovhanissyan, the 
gifted violist from Armenia, and the inter- 
nationally acclaimed pianist, Gary 
Fitzpatrick. The recital was recorded live 
on May 5, 2002, and is now available to the 
public for $15.00 per copy. The proceeds 
from the sale of these CDs will be used for 
AMAAY’s Summer Camp projects in Armenia. 
The recording features a beautiful vari- 
ety of pieces ranging from an early Roman- 
tic sonata of Schubert through the later Ro- 
mantic sonata of Brahms to the 20" Cen- 
tury pieces of Max Reger and Darius 
Milhaud. In addition, the recording boasts 
of four Armenian pieces by Bagdasarian and 
Gomidas, arranged for viola and piano, and 
played with passion, pathos and elegance. 


This Just In ... 


They are Nocturne by Bagdasarian, and 
three pieces by Gomidas- Dzirani Dzar, 
Keler Tsoler, and Groung. 

The Sonata in E-flat major finds Brahms 
in arelaxed mood, with the first movement 
giving the soloist a beautiful singing tune. 
The second movement has passion and 
drama, and the third movement gives way 
to a gorgeous melody. Originally conceived 
for the clarinet and piano, and arranged for 
the violin and piano by the composer, the 
viola version has become one of the crown 
jewels in the violist’s repertoire. 

The Quatre Visages of Darius Milhaud, 
written in 1943, are representations in mu- 
sic of four different kinds of girls, from Cali- 
fornia, Wisconsin, Brussels, and Paris. These 
are a delightful group of movements writ- 
ten by a prolific composer who was a mem- 
ber of the diverse group of French compos- 
ers known as Les Six. 


t Viola Reecttal 


According €. fast maaraica 
a Die. A ? ¥ 
tionary of 
Music Max : 
“Reger is ? 
considered by many to be the most impor- 
tant composer to elaborate on the stylistic 
traits of Johannes Brahms and move German 
music into the twentieth century.” His style 
in the Suite in D Major for Viola Solo is dense 
with counterpoint, with fast modulations 
which lead to an atonal feeling, although his 
music remains strictly tonal in its harmonic 
direction. He was a firm supporter of ‘abso- 
lute’ music and saw himself in a tradition 
going back to Bach, through Beethoven, 
Schumann and Brahms. The four move- 
ments are written without piano accompa- 
niment and are beautifully played by Mr. 
Hovhannisyan. 

The Schubert Sonata for Viola and Piano 
in A Minor “Arpeggione”’, was written for a 
newly devised and soon obsolete stringed 
instrument, the Arpeggione. It now provides 
additional repertoire for the cello or viola. 
The partnership between violist and pianist 
are excellent. There is just the right give and 
take and a beautiful lyricism expressed in 
this delightful sonata. 

It is with great joy and pride that we are 
offering this beautiful recording. Please use 
the attached coupon for orders.G 


With sadness of heart, yet thankfulness for a lifetime of ministry to the gospel of Jesus Christ, we have 
heard of the passing away of the Rev. Yura Avanessian, on Wednesday, February 19, 2003. Rev. 
Avanessian was the pastor of The Armenian Evangelical Baptist Church of Yerevan, President of the 
Union of Evangelical Churches in Armenia, and member of a number of important organizations and 


committees. Rev. Avanessian had recently experienced a serious accidental fall resulting in several 
bodily injuries, which, though treated immediately, ultimately resulted in his death. His funeral services 
took place on Friday, February 21, followed by a committal service on Saturday, February 22, 2003. 


On behalf of the Armenian Missionary Association of America, we express our heartfelt condolences to 
Mrs. Nadia Avanessian and her children, as well as to the Armenian Evangelical Baptist Church Family 
in Armenia. A more detailed eulogy of Rev. Avanessian will appear in the next issue of the AMAA News. 
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Armenian Children’s Milk Fund Presents An Evening Of Family Fun 


n Saturday, February 15, the Armenian 

Children’s Milk Fund and “2Mayrer” 
presented a fun-filled event for the whole 
family at the National Heritage Museum in 
Lexington, Massachusetts. 2Mayrer’s Nvair 
Beylerian and Diane Haroutounian per- 
formed favorite children’s songs in Arme- 
nian to an enthusiastic crowd of more than 
300 people. Young members of the audience 
were encouraged to participate by dancing, 
singing and marching along. They were 
joined by 2Mayrer’s silly friend, Eshleeg- 
Meshleeg the donkey. 2Mayrer, who re- 
leased their first CD in 2002, describe their 
music as “songs from yesterday, which we 
sing today, while preparing our children for 
tomorrow’. 

Following the concert, attendees were 
treated to a variety of activities, including a 
clown, face-painting, “Big Al” and his crazy 
balloon creations, and delicious treats pro- 
vided by Barnstormer’s Restaurant, Gail 
Selian, and Gary’s Gourmet Chocolates. 


Adding to the magic of the evening was a 
special performance by noted musicians Ken 
Kalajian, Leon Janigian, and Peter, Matthew 
and Nick Kyvelos, who kept attendees’ toes 
tapping and happily provided hands-on dem- 


onstrations of their instruments to the chil- 
dren. 

Proceeds from this event benefit the Ar- 
menian Children’s Milk Fund, which has 
been providing infant formula to needy chil- 


dren in Armenia for more than thirteen years. 

Through the fundraising efforts of its vol- 
unteers, the Milk Fund has helped thousands 
of Armenian children get a healthy start in 
life.G 


AMAA JAMES G. JAMESON 
ESSAY CONTEST OPEN TO HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) has announced it will once again 
sponsor the] ames G. J ameson Essay Contest. Topics should touch upon some aspect of Armenian 
heritage such as religion, literature, language, history, culture, geography, economy or history. Awards 
will be made in two categories: High School contestants and College/University contestants. The 
deadline for entries is J une 15, 2003. 


All Armenian or part-Armenian students are eligible. Only unpublished entries will be accepted. The 
winner in each category will be awarded $250.00, provided from the income of a special fund estab- 


lished by Mr. & Mrs. J ames G. J ameson of Brookline, MA. 


The essays should be written in English and have a length of 1,000 to 2,000 words. A contestant is 
allowed no more than one entry per year, and no more than one member of a family may receive an 
award in a five-year period. If no submitted essay is considered sufficiently meritorious, no award will be 
granted that year. 


Entries and/or inquiries should be directed to: 
AMAA - J ames G. J ameson Essay Contest 
31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
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SUPNhStGUL PPPUSNUL CUPNPUGLP® & UGQh ZULU US 


tpb.u guutp whup Gwilpiupkpl nop pwyniwd 
(on. Shun.tu npykugh qwjpwhynnipkwl, |poiw- 
puGniptwl, Go puwdwinidp gnGik uvEy YEn Yu 
yqwuupniwh wqwhwu pypwp wumniwéupwillpn., 
GykntghGkpnr br wjyuyku ynsniwd hwiumwgtwGbpnr 
Upgtu: f’s-hurwnwgkhw, vupytpnt huvdwp yupdku stp 
puttp 8pun.up’ wiwinnipbwi fiwdpny* «Wumnidn 
Npyp», <Voupw», Yuu «WunniwdwywynGnip pri» pinni- 
Ghyp bu hnswhbyp, nt muywrp@ hurcumwy)p qu whhu- 
tumwyp hnw2fGtp Yapwqpkjp PhpkG, n. whw wkuf Ep 
Gwh. pinniGkpG «vtinwd», «<punniwd», ni «iptf on 
tiuf jwpniphui wnwd» pywpynt «unwuykpp: 3um- 
YwhowhwG £, uwhwjl, np #ppumnuh ywpniphilG Ep np 
Yoanuwywi ynkp niGbgwi Shuntup w2awhtpwltpnil 
huvwp* Yywybjnt Spuncuh SEp bu Ophps, psyku Gwhr 
Uuunnridny Apyb bt. Wunmniwd pywyp: Fphpumnuf 
jupnipprGG Ep nop plnpngtg Shunitup wumnaiwéwyhl 
suqnil niGbGwyp, pGs np himbiwGfG Ep Unipp AnghhG 
GipqnpénipbuG np hpvGnypG jbnwopptg wowhbpu- 
GipniG huiwwfp’ tVuqnipbgh 8hpuniupG Ghuududp: 
Shuntuh Ypwd supsupwhfp fwspl Ypw, winp vwhp 
ti guwpnippiip ntiwig huwdwp yp pnb py dupsha 
wpupp bwqnipighpG YawGifpl, uwwyl, UGnp wow- 
YupwGtpniG, pGsyku Gute. vagh hwlwp* fphunnilulwe 
hu.wufh GujtpquGfp Yp wqlbG wyy nkyftipp: Cun 
GawGwywjpg E Qonnu Unuftwyp yywjyniphiip wu 
UwuhG, <«Gpk fphumnu jwpnippri wnwd 5k, niptdl 
utp fuwpngniphiGp (wibmupwip) yupwy E nt atp 
hu.cuwuwnfG wy yupwy kt» (U. Unplip. 15. 14): 

hésp wjGytu yp pnip’ pk VuGf pwfnii pin- 
ypuvnipprl up niGpGf ywpnigkhw), 3puniu fphumnuf 
Gywudtwip: Supnipkwi wmoGhGi wnbppny Y'nnoniibGf 
qhpwp «fppumnu jyupbur fp vbnbjng»y jwhbtipgp 
YpyGbjny wmwpnik-mwpp: Gytntghh pivdtpkG wy, Yp 
yun_pG wtpfujoou fupngitp npnGf tppblG Tjwun- 
GwywG bngbhp widwhniphrind, b Yul hngtywl, pwpn- 
juywi nt wqqgwypG wpdkfGtpn. ywrtipdwgnidny 
YuqnwihwhnrhG: Upnwpbti, 8puncup tpypwjp yauGfp, 
Yuunupwd hpw7fGbpG nt GowiGtpp, winp ufwlsb)jp 
niunignilGkpp, GnjGpuy nnpbpqulwG vwhp l’pinniGbit 
utpp hpwgniltn], nm uvbpp wihunuwlifny: UwlwyG, 
wy ponyppp gnynipbGw wl hupg 364 nwnGwp, ni fiwu 
stG hwugGtp vbqp. n’s wy yp PuGgupbG vip hwiqhump: 
Upiu YnnvkG, fgfvuwpmwyku juwpnigkhw, fppumnu up 
nuGkGwyjyp ppwyku fonndf yp yuntiuwnk cbgh vip 
wulbGonptwy YawGfpG, dufhl, upwpG, br qpwynilitpnil 
uk, nue gunwl yhpfopngnit Yp ywhwlsk Uvbuquk: 
UnnGwyjny, Yul whinkukjny Spuntuh hunuwinn 
jupniptiwi dcdwunigwd 2inphfp, nt jurtpwnbiwywl 


Utp. Qupqgk V. Suwpwqftul 


Yuwhfp ynjup, cuGf wh- 
hufghpum Up qqwif 3w- 
poighwjp uvbp gnippp 
niGtGwyjnt hur.wiwhw- 
GniphiGny, ni. wupyw' Upf- 
pop 2bpcynjp dwl dwjdwhpa 
(Junbthp yunwywpwntbuy 
up) GuwG* np numplw- 
Guytn dwitppi wsfipp 
wubtwyku ubtinniwd pn 
qqup bp ypwy nt dwG duy- 
dwi shuwGqunwgwrt upGstr 


np dwitip whdaGwuywl pywjynd cdinut: 

Up wqwuudntp pe uvdinwdé vdupyn Up jwhhwpds Up 
YtpwhbGnwiwiwy, nt Yp uguh hwpniwdk, ywquypl 
qwiuphsp: bwqunp yp pwgnth nt vupnp wh2 wh2 yp 
Gwjh ywquyp YpnnGtpniG. «bu sb’u vinwd», yp pywerk 
uupyp: UGnp puntpp Y’pinniGntpG jnin wupw- 
Yniuwlfny: Tkpgwyku, pwqunpG hiwmtiny uqwhppltpka 
ULyp Yp yqwuunwulwGk, «<Rwpkywi, pdpryGbpp ber 
quunik) pl huumuntgpl fn. vdinwd pywyy, nip, 
yniG uvdinwéd ku uvbiqp huwdwp»: fh Yp Ywwuwpntp 
vwpyari punqdwi yqupw no. qungwi wnwpnyniphrinp: 
2ZuiuGwpup uqwyhpotpp puntghG vuwpyp, apytugh 
ppbGg YawGfp wrtjp higw pipwiwp, nt ghztpny witjp 
hwighunm fG@wiwyh...: 

Yuuyws shwy np gum vdupntp wyuop w, whhwl- 
qghum 4p qqwG bpbGf qhpbGf Spuncuh ywpnip pil wnwd 
Pump ppaynnrp brainy: UjyuypupGtp ptipkru Yp dupliwl 
ppbGg niGtgwé Ypoiwywl Yui Lybntguywi hinpiw- 
Yniptwi ypwy op plwhwiuwpwp ywhuh Guidwiw 
Supnigkw, #ppumnuh Gk&pywyniptiwh uvky: Nvwif yp 
Umuwhngntpl ppkGg niibguds vnwinpwhwhib, Yui 
wumniwdéwpwip huwdpwiny qnp YpGwG Ynpulgitb; tpt 
UywjkG Fppunnuh vdupldGwinp jupniphprlp: Miphrltp 
hucuunfh wiywptyjp bo whplnniGtjp cvupwmwhpwitpp 
Up ypulwgp Yp qnGkG ppbGf qghpbGf ni winp Ynimul 
GipfhG nc wpwmwfpl oGgnicGbpnil: fi. mnwyuipG, guntp 
atppwquuniwsd Yp qqul ppbGf qghpkGf 8puncuh thopwl- 
gué wituupwGswlwl ne pibpwypl oginipiwi wnwft- 
pop brGkG, wyupGfG, «wawykpwkyjnt w2fuwphp, tr cyput- 
ja. quanGf», nv duGwiwin’ «wynfuunbbpniG witbuupwip 
fupngkjn., Ynupwds uppw noniltgnynltpp pd2ybjn, 
qtippGtpniG wquunipprl mwyjnt, Ynjypupni@ whuniphil, 
ti. hupunwhupkw,GtpniG wqwuniphily hnswhbkypn: 
U.GnGg huvwp wibyjp Gywunwhwwplwp yp nuniw vinwd 
B8puniu up fu pupnighw, nt YbGnwGp fppumnu up: 

bknunp Snupnjbiufp’ bp gyjnip-qnpéng «fupw- 
vugqny Gypwypitpp» ybypG uk ufwhstjp yepyny 4p 
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yuu ipwgGk vuprlwypG pwfniG Yul whGjywjn wbGsp' 
8puntup guckm vbnwé hudwpbyni, ni wyu ywpwquypl 
fpbuunibwy GykntgppG nt whinp UEy boppwGwinphG 
Ynynvk: Uofwpwhnswhy wu fkypl «Us Zwiwmwfilbsp» 
humniwépG uvkp* Snupnjbiufh Yp GbpywjywgGkt 
Pupwilwgqny GyopwypltpniG tppguqnjip, bywlp, np bp 
UvEY pwhwunknoniptbwi Uky gk wn yk yp pipk 
B8upnighw, Spuncup’ UpopG bwpbtpkG Ybupgniwsd 
Qupuplw)p vp bem op Uywhbny) Utdpy funuwfpl 
uppwhnswh Utd 2ZwiwmwflGpsG Ep: UGnp wky juoufpG 
Upwy) hwppipwinp <«htiptkuplnurGtp yp bhpypqnithl 
gbgtpnr ypwy: Pw yp pwnwgnyt Gupnplw) pa pbqhup’ 
pk Shpuniu ujow, ppwd Ep ukinpdbkjn| Uwmnuwiwypl 
Giphwjywgnigwé tpbf wnwpwphGbpp bpp uvtup Stpp 
«uGwywum»p unwidGuwgwéd’ Yp vnudtp UWumniin 
ppyntpbwl spwgpppG ni qwjl qnpdswypkjnt bnwhiwhhl 
anipo: UwnuliwGi Ywnwywpytp np 8huniu ynhvtp 
nuquvwiyupwhwé tpbf vpgngGtpnu bpk Y'niqkp w2fuuphp 
ppwyku pphbj, wyupGfG’ hug ww, dnynnipyp, 
hpw7fGtp Ywnwpk), bi tipwpyntpy Uwunuwliwypl 
b2pudniptud: Ubs ZucwnwfGGbsp* pvwGwyny np 8puniu 
Yipwywpdawé Ep w2juwph ni Yp gnppktp funwfhpl who, Gr 
pogyniphrG ne pwphf Yp uppntp dnyndnipyhG juniwph 
yuuuyupghG uvky 4tppmlwyb) Yninwy qujG, nv ww 
Up puGuuphyt: Zu.wunwfGGbsp qhabpny Ywyghjk 8puncup 
puGumpG uky be foumopkGi Yp Yanwdpk qu pubjnd, 
«hGsn°. Gywp YpypG.-ppwintGf sniGfu gwyjni, nt vip 
qnupop fowlqwpkjn-..wpup yunwywpuntd flq bppbr 


Qunfwypnip hi 


De tember @ eA EEE Kita ie kisah tege 
Khtik' a,a\i (lsj anpoul) Fa\ Au;taranakan 
Dks[sziin mh= M;rjauor Ar;u;lgi Fa\ Aurta- 
ranakan :k;[;zin;rou Miouj ;an ;u Khtik'a,ali 
Poy Mle te ane kame ke [cil millet nia Io 
nouj ;amb katarou;zau ];5nadrouj ;an pa,ta- 
moung me masnakzouj ;amb artasafmanhn vama- 
naza6 au;taranakan fowiun;rou ;u patgama- 
uorn; rou! 

1sj anpouli bnakicn;rhn Grigor A[apal?[ lou4 
or ardhn \a\t ni dhmg men hlsj anpouli enk;ra\in 
;U fa\ volowourd! farz;rou masin ir oun;za6 
lo\j n;row ;u f;5at;sili farzaxro\zn;row4 ];5- 
nadrou;zau ;upa,t 7nap hs sksau orp hs fowiu 6a5a- 
VI KHCUKS aed i hay AU teramekam ski eciin! 

Au;li qan EEE fogin;rou n;rka\ouj ;amb tpa- 
voric pa,t amoung men hr4orou enj azgin miasnakan 
al 7) qn;rowa,.arfi xanaxan ko[mrhn vamanaza6 
fog; uorakann;r4 ir;nz ];5qe dn;low Grigor 
A{apal7[loul gl. oun wra\4 katar;zin anor 
};5nadrouj iune! Enj ;rzoumn;row4 ;rg;row ;u 


hipbubynu ne yunp ghgh dpwy wpb) ypu mud faq: 
U.GnGf npnGf fn. nnftipyn hudpniptghG wyuop, pl cy 
jooufhu ypw wont ybuh nhqkG gpghG Gupftr...»: Vas 
ZuiwuwfGGbsp, uwywyG, yp nt uvpufp, ne pulnhl 
yninp Yp pwlw. «thw ni. wiquli w, ub gun.» Yp 
hpwilwyk: 8punru, np upGsb. wyn pain uvunpy y'pGktp, yp 
Vontiwy ZwiwnwfGGpshG, n. Yp hwdpnipk quiyli...»: 

UtGf ppwyku quunpw°um bof pinnifbjnt SEp 
SpuntupG yupniphil wnwd pypwynt pPppnyjniphrip: 
Upynbtof wiwinwhwi nt pwpbywonuywi wmoG up £ 
np Up uunwpbGf: fupbru Y'nighGf gnpwhgh; S8punctup 
jupnipbw nkyfp mupptp vbyGupwiniphpiiGtp pbbjny' 
npykugh 38upnigkw, Skpp uvbiq whhwiqhum spGk, ne 
sfubnk vop whdGwywl spugppltbpp: UmwywyG, wuGf 4p 
uUnnGwGf - Yuu’ uUnnGw, Y'nighGf - pk 8upnighwuy 
Pppumnu 8puntup «7Gnphfh ypwy 2Gnphf» yp pblupk 
ubgh, nt Y'nngniGk vbq «Wununniphrl abqh» pubjnd, 
npykugh unwytgik mnwpwyniuwhfny pnpnpyny vip 
hngpGtpp: Utynwé Wp pwhwy vEp wngtip’ bGsyku ppwr 
bp wowhtpwGtpnG jwpniphrl wnftyk buf, npykugh 
vig Yapwhpk: fk mwhweihG, dunwhnipprl Yp Gipzhst 
ubqh' pk wmwhwipG Yp ubpk uvbq hwhwnwl vip 
pbpwhuwiwuniptwi bi nipwgnithl: UwhwyG wltGki 
qupuvwiw,;pG wjyG E np vdkiqp wku «whiwhuwl» 
sunwGtpniG - QimpnupG ophGwyny - Yp fumwhh 
wltGkG wpwwip ni ued wnwfbjniphii vp. «Upwdt’ 
pu qunGniyGtpu...Upwst’ pv nsfupbpu:y «Whu wiki 
op bu d4tqgp hbiw bu upGsb. w2uphhu Ybupop:»G 


bupwfyntrjp UE» 


qaroxn;row pa,ta- 
moungin masnak- 
22a Wa Ne an 
Paggal;an4 W;rl 
-oush) Yappour ;u 
Tiar Frand Kiuxhl- 
san! M;rjauor Ar;- 
urlgi Fa\ Au;tara- 
ne kam: Kl Zin rou 
Miouj ;an oro, oume 
kardazou;zau W;rl 
Mkrtic Garakh?x- 
sani ko[ mh! };5nad- 
rouj ;mhn ;tq ;[an hive 
fal\;rhn a[7j gn;r! Wirl Alhn MhgqQh\n . ra- 
takann:r touau noren6a\ wyrapat ou: liin! 
Pa,tamounge ,arounakou;zau ;rg;zo[ouj iunn; row 
;U WirlS;rob Mkrticzani . 7sq;row! 
};5nadrouj ;anpa,tamounge auart;zau W:rl 
Grigor A[lapal7[ loui gofabanakan al 7j qow!G 
(ga[oua6 Is} anpouli Marmara &raj ;rj hn) 
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Piupniwptwhi Uunpnid 


Whip. SnjhwhGtu v. tuphbwG 


Urupwjyp ...: Awywnudupu, hucwmupdniphrl, 
hwiwuf, nipwgnil, widwhnippil, dunGniphil, Zw 
Gytynkgp, ywi, Spun.iu fphumnu, pwpy, mol, wyw- 
uuniGf, sflinwGf, Gwhuwmwynippil...: 

Uju poynpp, hng sk’ huywuwé tb. whhwy, yp ynigt 
hwynt hngpG wlkG Stupniwphl, tpp hwiqwuwlopki 
Up jhontp Uiwpwjpp pwlunpn) fwlwnwlupunp: 

«Uppng dupynwiwlg Qonwdwpwg» Ynsniwd Lyknt- 
guywi moGp Yp ywpgk hwiwufh ki uygpniGfh vwpyp, 
Gwh. whulbgqpniGf, junjknniy wyuunthwuywunp: UG np 
Yupny E nhpt wquhky bp huruwmfpG nu ulqpniGfGtpnil 
yquznyuinipiwi huvwp, tb. pupnjywywi uGwhlp’ np, 
neuf yp nk hnuwlfp nidgin.ptwi hudwswih, Yp 
huywypntpl: Gr. hwpgp Yp qqgkGnt puwpnjywywl nr 
Ypoiwyul huigulwif, huiwnfp hung: 

Sun yulzwywi —E dupywiwlig UquwolihG winilp.- 
«Soi Uppng Yupnwiwlg Qopwiwupwg» jngiwhyp: dwp- 
ywiGtipn. wmoGiG — v&p wqqwyhl YpoiwywG wolip: Soip 
qnhniwé bt Ybpwypny vwpwphGtpnr: Unipplpn’s.. »: 
Gyp2k yuwundtbspG huvtwdawG, «dupywhGkpp» qnh mnihl 
1036 cunippb’p»: 4hmuqwy muppGtpnil, vpGstc Uniwp- 
uwhh yw 2Gwqhpp qnhtpn: pp®*.p.-..: Rptpwoinp untppkp: 

«Uppng dwpynwiwlg Qopwyupug-. .- -»: ipl cpwyjl 
Yupywiny sb, np yp qwpdbGwGf: Zwyw dupywhGtpnd, 
poypp ghGwyppGbpny ni whqkGGtpnd, winkgdny’ npnGf 
tupunGstjny wywhtgpl huiwufp: Up qwpdbGwGf Gute 
wigqkG uvuwpwnpyGtpnt gupfbpny, npnGf' vpwhwyjn] 
hngbinp hnypt Vbinin Gptg Uwhwhntgpp& howl 
Urupwyp b., UcikmwpwihG yuwngwin] nt huynpyni- 


pGwG jonphnipyh tunuwyuwpupniptudp, ywjfuptgul 


suphG ni vbinfpG qku: 
Utupny Uwounngp kr 
Uwhwy Quppbttp wawhtp- 
uw, ‘Liunin Gatg yp pnyne 
wgqgujypG-kytintkgulwi 
yquuudnipbwi uvky ywyoun 
htiwf Up: Vuwubulgud® byb- 
niguywi jwnphpynwdnyny- 
Gipni, npnig uty 444 pnitp Guhwybiwhh Ywpbinp 
Ppuphpywdnynydp, VainGn Gpkg bqwo E hinim wqquwyhl 
hupgtpn., Gb. winkg wnfisniphiip hw) dnygndnipyha 
wgqwypG-ypoiwywi Yawifp wnnnoniptwi htu: UG 
np fppuunnGtwhwi huwiwwfhl 
yquhywinitp wihpwdbow Ep hw wqqwjhl Ghwpwqphl 


hwingniwéd Ep, 


wnwidGwwnknipiwi ywhywinidpi huwiwp, will 
qnhnynnipbwl ghGny: Uiwpwjph ywonpnnyn wwphGtnnil, 
Qupuywunwtb <Gniwinqwhwi funwfwywiniptwl» qnh 
qugwé £ Vbinin Gpkg, uqwiGniwds* Wnpwuwl w7fvuphhi 
uE9, Untwpuwhh yw2GwgpkG wmwulkiwy up mwphitp 
wnwg.--: 

«dupyuliwig Qopwijwpwg»p yngGwhh L: QuppG nk 
ywjfupny pninp vupmhyGbpp’ pny»p nwpbpnr uty 
Uwuliwhbg Gh Uiupwjphp fuyuwnulwupwmpl: 

tupna.wp wilhup wipwppwn hunwswifGtpny hwy 
dnyninipypG Yp jpatgGk fwhwunwlwpwmp, np nidqgopki 
Yp uUyntp wupptp GpyppGtpnr «U.wpwjpltpniiy wks 
wlkG wmupp..-: Upnbof whpmp huuGfp*Gf «Uniup- 
uwlGtpniy: N°.p GG vip dupywhGtpn: 

ViunGn tpbg, dwpnwiGbpnr Ynnfhl, yp woup...: 
Gpwp’ junnhG:G 


The AMAA Board of Directors and staff wish to extend their heartfelt condolences to the families of the following deceased 
friends whose names were submitted to us for publication in the AMAA News. 


* Aynilian, Genia 4 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Chatalbash, Tom 
Saddle Brook, NJ 
Ekmekji, Noubar 
Los Angeles, CA 
Elias, Astrig 
Watertown, MA 
Ghazarian, Jirair 
Montreal, Canada 
Gostanian, Ruth 
Warwick, RI 


Manchaster, NH 


Jerejian, Arsen 
Paramus, NJ 


Belmont, MA 


* Memorials were designated for AMAA. 


Hasserjian, Margaret 


Hovnanian, Wilhelmina = 
Thousand Oaks, CA 


Nercessian, Avedis 

N. Hollywood, CA 
Ohanesian, Henriette 
Ounanian, Zabel 
Paraghamian, Helen 


* Saxenian, John 
Dumont, NJ 
Soukiasian, Vahan 
Tenafly, NJ 
Tumberian, Alexan 
Anjar, Lebanon 
Vardanian, Samuel 
Yerevan, Armenia 
Yeranian, Araxie 
Sarasota, FL 
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Lpupu Quynuuuptwi 


Lbupu Quynunuw- 
uuptwi sGwd E 
Zwyity, 1925-hG, 


B8ulnp bi bjpopu ol 
(tn poitwlGbpnr £ 
bpm hyd muy: —_ 
Vupowlppnippip . 


uuwgwd E Zw k- 
yp MunilGwub- 
pwg jupdupw- 
GpG uk: UwhwjG Yawifp yndniwp 
ofp 
muppfEG umpyniwdé E niunidp 
Ypuuw pnynry, br UjGpkyp atnwqnpd 
hhp.ubpny bt swhbjny pimwGpfpe 
oguuywp ynuntwy): 

1946-hG winiuGwgwds E bwswumnip 
QuynuuupbwGp him ti pimwibfp 


yqwujyfwiGbpnte pbipnidnd, 


pujymurnpniwéd E hbhGg quiwhGbpny' 
Gpynt uvwis Ge tpbf wyyghh: 1985-pG 
wb-nutnjyniwéd GG Upwbp, Urumpw- 
tbw, Upwiwynr ppiGg hupwquultpncl: 

Lbupw bywd —£ puywhwi Zw #phu- 
unGtwy wid Up bo Gnifpniwsd nv 
qnphniwé Uvwyp Up: fhGtgwé — uppnd 
ti ophGnipprGny jigniG hngh, wyop- 
fny jbgniG Upwf, be Pp ukpp, dypup 
Gi. dwnwjynipprip pw2juwd EF pnjnphl 
wijupp: UG pwjnwinn bywd §£ vpgn 
Ywybpbpny bp quiwhGtpnG nt muu- 
Gpvty pnnGbpniG utpl m jwpqulfp: 
UpGstr YtupopG optpp pp YawGhfpl wh 
ubgm thunf wniwéd E Uumnidny bp 
Ywybywds wllGoptwy ophGnippriGtpnil 
G. wuwpqghibbpniG 2Zwuwp: 

UbpopG fwib Up wipuGtpniG, wh 
bGpwupynitgwi wnnnpwhwl swhp p- 
fiwyGtpni, uwhwji woop fn, hui.wu- 
fn bt hwlptpnipbtudp ywnpwhwptg 
wintg, wiywpb)pG nwpaphjny Ywpbyph: 
UtpugquGbjn pp wnnngniphiip be 
nidp wi nwpdbw, nunfh Ywhqhtgur 
nt YpypG whqul qywjytkg Uuunnidny 
ubénippiip tr hwnfp: 

UwlwyG, Oqgnumnu 10, 2002-hG, qip 
sufip Yuwpniwdny, Lpmhw bp wsftpp 
thug wyu w2jvuphha: bp jhawmwyp 
npytu opplwhbyp bro huwiwnwgtwy 
fphunnGtwy vpgn ywn whup wiw bp 
huwpwquuGtpniG be ubpbypGtpnil uk»: 

«Gpwhtyp GG wji vint)Gtpp, npnif 
wkpnovny Yp GyghG» (BwjnG. Bnih. 14. 
13): Uju E Lpwhw Quynwuupbwih 
YuuGfp Yywynipprip:G 


Florence Sarkissian 


Florence Sarkiss- 
ian passed away 
December 3, 2002. 

Florence was 
born in Lowell, 
MA., December 


13, 1910, the 
daughter of 
Charles and Esther 


Harpootlian. She 

excelled in school and even skipped a 
grade. She had a career with the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. 

After WWII Florence left Massachusetts 
to marry the love of her life, Leon 
Sarkisian, and moved to Detroit to start a 
family. She loved life and was happiest in 
her roles as a wonderful wife and helpmate 
and as a devoted mother and grandmother. 

Florence is survived by daughters, 
Leanne Sarkisian and Zarie (William) 
Jones; grandchildren, Brittany Sarkisian, 
Jennifer and Kevin Jones, sister, Beatrice 
Harpootlian. She leaves this life to join her 
beloved husband, parents, sister, Queenie 
and brother, Burgess. 

Memorial Services were held Monday, 
December 9th, at the Miami Shores Pres- 
byterian Church, 602 N.E. 96th Street, Mi- 
ami Shores. 

In lieu of flowers, donations were sent 
to Harpootlian Family Fund, Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, 31 
West Century Road, Paramus, N.J.G 


Artemis Mirak 


Artemis Mirak of Arlington, MA, passed 
away on January 19, 2003. She was the 
beloved wife of the late John Peter Mirak. 
She was the devoted mother of Robert 
Mirak, Charles Mirak, Edward Mirak and 
his wife Susan, and Muriel Weissbach and 
her husband Michael. She had 5 grandchil- 
dren, 4 great granddaughters, and several 
nieces & nephews. Funeral Services were 
held at St. James Armenian Church, 465 
Mt. Auburn St., Watertown, on Wednesday, 
January 22 at 11 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers memorial gifts may be 
made to The Orphans Fund of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America, 


31 West Century Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652; 
or The Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, 
POBOX 652, Belmont MA 02478. 

Interment was at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, 
Cambridge, MA.G 


Samuel Der-Ghazarian 


Samuel Der-Ghazarian was born on Janu- 
ary 24, 1925 in Hayneh, Turkey, son of Rev. 
Ghazar Der-Ghazarian and Mariam 
Sassounian. He comes from 23 generations 
of Armenian priests (vartabeds and der- 
Hayrs), and 2 generations of Badvelis. 

He moved to Aleppo, Syria with his fam- 
ily where he got his education. Then he 
moved to Kamishli, Syria, where he be- 
came a teacher in an Armenian School. He 
was self-educated by reading many Arme- 
nian books throughout his life. He was very 
intelligent, especially in Armenian gram- 
mar and Armenian History. 

He was a proud Armenian. He loved Ar- 
menians very much and helped a lot of his 
friends and strangers who didn't know how 
to write Armenian, writing Armenian let- 
ters to their loved ones in Armenia. 

He spoke 6 languages: Armenian, Ara- 
bic, English, French, Turkish and Kurdish. 
He was very much loved by the Armenian 
community in Aleppo and in Kamishli. He 
helped many visiting pastors and preach- 
ers in Kamishli to visit Armenian commu- 
nities and families. 

He learned from his father, Rev. Der- 
Ghazarian, good Christian faith and to give 
a helping hand to others. He was a very 
loving, caring and humorous man. 

Since his childhood, he had a dream to 
come to the United States to join his 4 sis- 
ters who moved to the States when he was 
5 years old and in 1986 his dream was re- 
alized. 

In 1993 he became disabled by falling in 
his driveway. Ever since his accident, he was 
never able to heal because of his diabetes. 
He was relocated to a nursing home in1994 
because he needed intensive care. 

Samuel died on November 28, 2002, on 
Thanksgiving Day. He is survived by his 
wife, Jeannette, his two daughters, Ani and 
Houri (Hosdaghian), son in law, Mehair 
Hosdahgian and his two granddaughters, 
Rita and Talene Hosdaghian.G 
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The Armenian Children’s Milk Fund Continues to Make a Difference 
in the Lives of Armenia’s Most Vulnerable Citizens 


T he Armenian Children’s Milk Fund 
(ACMF) is an all volunteer organiza- 
tion which was formed by a diverse group 
of caring individuals shortly after the tragic . 
earthquake in Armenia in December 1988. fl 

ACMF’s mission is to assist those children ARMENIAN CHILDRE 
in Armenia who would otherwise not re- MILK FUND 
ceive adequate nutrition. ACMF accom- 
plishes its mission through a sustaining 
nutritional program. ACMF provides soy- 
based Isomil infant formula to needy chil- 
dren during their first year of life. ACMF 
focuses on children whose mothers are 
ill, absent, or for some reason physically 
unable to breastfeed, and whose families are too poor to purchase formula. During its 13 
year history, ACMF has helped to give thousands of Armenian children a healthy start in life. 
Your support will enable us to continue this important work. Please use the form below to 
send your donation to this worthy cause. Thank you for making a difference.G 


S05 UIP ULErH 
Hib birus 


os 


Yes, I would like to support and enable the ACMF to to make a difference in the lives of Armenia's most 


vulnerable citizens. Enclosed is my donation of $ 


Address 


(please make your tax-deductible checks payable to AMAA, earmarked for ACMF, and mail to 31 W. Century Rd., Paramus, 
NJ 07652) 
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